Percutaneous cervical oesophageal cannulation in the dog for the performance of prolonged oesophageal pH and manometric studies.
Traditional methods for obtaining oesophageal access in experimental animals are unsuitable for prolonged (24 h) oesophageal pH evaluation, a procedure that is commonly employed in the assessment of human patients suspected of having gastroesophageal reflux disease. In the present study, we describe a six-year experience with a technique of percutaneous oesophagostomy for the performance of serial 24 h oesophageal pH and manometric studies involving 62 dogs and a total of 208 oesophageal cannula placement procedures. The results indicate a considerable improvement over previously described techniques with respect to simplicity of surgical technique, associated morbidity, oesophagostomy management, animal conditioning, and avoidance of chemical and excessive physical restraints in animals undergoing oesophageal pH and manometric evaluation.